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President’s Message 
 

There are a number of announcements dotted through this issue of the 

newsletter. In particular, we will have a full range of gardens to visit during 

the flowering season.  I would like to thank Allan Murray for organizing 

open gardens both here and in Victoria.  In addition, sufficient people have 

signed up for the garden tour in Washington State so that Bill Dumont has 

arranged for a larger, more luxurious bus!  There are still a couple of seats 

available so if you know of anyone interested, please have them contact Bill 

or myself. 

 

Again, I would remind members that we are only successful as a club if 

people share the work by volunteering on occasions.  We still need 

volunteer spots filled for the Garden Fair and there remain places open on 

next year’s Executive.  The Garden Fair list will be circulated at our next 

meeting, please make sure that they are all filled by the end of the meeting.  

In the case of joining the Executive, please contact Sandra Stevenson. 

 

Our next speaker is a professional photographer and native plant specialist 

and will give an interesting talk about the wild flora of Pink Mountain which 

includes one of our northern rhododendrons.  This talk is co-sponsored by 

the Cowichan Valley Naturalist Society and so we expect a larger audience.  

A few more plates of refreshments would be welcome from the bakers 

among our members. 
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President’s Message cont’ 
 

I would like to remind you not to forget our library which contains an excellent collection of books ranging 

from species descriptions, history of exploration for new plants, companion plants, gardening advice, etc.  One 

new book that we have just purchased is the “Pocket Guide to Rhododendron Species” by J.F. McQuire and 

the late M.L.A. Robinson.  This book was published in 2010 by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and, although 

it weighs a kilogramme, is about the best small book to carry when visiting gardens.  If you wish to purchase it, 

the cost is around $100 depending on where you shop, otherwise, borrow it from the library. 

 

Ian E. Efford 

The History of Takata Japanese Garden 
 

Bob Clarke 

 

In 1907, two Japanese Canadians, Joe Kishida and 

Harry Takata opened a Japanese Garden and 

Teahouse in what is now Kinsmen Gorge Park.  The 

garden was constructed with the design help of Joe 

Kishida’s father, Isaburo Kishida who came from 

Yokohama specifically for this purpose.The 

one-acre Takata Gardens had many trees and shrubs 

imported from Japan and were highly respected for 

their authenticity and beauty. Between 1907 and 

1912, Isaburo Kishida, a noted professional 

gardener and park designer from Yokohama, 

designed 4 gardens in or near Victoria including 

Japanese Garden at Hatley Park [Royal Roads 

University] and the one at Butchart Gardens. 

 

 The Takata Japanese Garden in Esquimalt was a 

tremendous success over the years and is still fondly 

remembered by many residents of Greater Victoria.  

This came to an end with the outbreak of war and 

the internment of all Japanese Canadians living on 

the West Coast.  Today, only fragments of the 

garden's former glory remain in that location. 

 

In 1986 the Takata Japanese Garden Society was 

formed with the intention of rebuilding the historic 

(1907-1942) Japanese garden in the Gorge Park.  

After nine years of fundraising and negotiating,  the 

proposed project was rejected by Esquimalt Parks 

and Recreation.   
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Undaunted, and with funds to spend, the society 

approached the Horticulture Centre of the Pacific 

[now Glendale Gardens], on Quayle Road in 

Saanich, with the idea of adding a Japanese section 

to the eclectic garden, which was still in the early 

stages of development.  An agreement ensued and, 

in 1995, $75,000 was released by the Society to 

fund the initial stages of the Takata Japanese 

Garden, with the blessing and support of Toyo 

Takata, who was raised in the original garden on the 

Gorge. 

 

Bob Clarke, a crusading member of the original 

society, took on the task of calling in Greenfield 

Design to create the initial stages of what has since 

become the main attraction at the Horticulture 

Centre.   As curator, Bob has raised additional funds 

over the years to continue the development of the 

popular garden.  Two one hundred year old Acer 

dissectums, from the original Gorge garden, are now 

featured in the Takata garden along with many other 

valuable donated plantings. 

 

The garden also features a running stream, bridges, 

an authentic Japanese teahouse, a Zen garden, 

entrance arches, a Torii, two large ponds, and many 

seating benches. 

 

A small crew of volunteers continue to maintain and 

improve the garden throughout the year. 

 

Renewal of the garden at Glendale Garden 

represents a renewal of the cultural links to Japan 

and the Pacific Rim, as well as the renewal of a 

significant contribution to the community made by 

early Japanese Canadians.  It is also a lasting tribute 

to those people who were unjustly treated and 

suffered needlessly. 

 

Plans are underway to compliment the Takata 

Japanese garden with the addition of a bonsai 

garden at one end.   On the other side is the well-

established rhododendron garden which has been 

written about in earlier newsletters 
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 Annual Plant Sale at Cairnsmore Place 
 

On Saturday, April 20 from 10:00 to 2:00 the Volunteer Gardeners at Cairnsmore Place will be holding their 

annual plant sale. There will be over 300 plants ready for planting. You will also find birdhouses and garden 

ornaments made by members of our group. 

 

Our group is totally made up of volunteers who work every Wednesday morning from Spring to Fall. The 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society is well represented by Ali Morris, Sharon Martin, Don Loewen, 

Donna Kaiser and Diane Allen. 

 

Minimal financial support is provided by VIHA. The Mill Bay Garden Club generously donated funds in 

support of our efforts for two years. Now our plant sale can support all our regular efforts. Last year, $2200 was 

raised, allowing us to improve the watering system, build a composting bin system and add a few trees. Our 

volunteers regularly contribute 

plants from their gardens. 

 

We are rewarded by the kind words 

of residents, visitors and staff. 

Many of the residents sit by the 

windows waving encouragement 

and occasionally offering advice. 

Your support of our sale is what 

makes this possible and we are very 

grateful for your gardening 

‘addiction.’ 

 

Louise Neveu 
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Victoria, Cowichan Valley, Mount Arrowsmith and North Island 

Rhododendron Societies Award 
 

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society has used some of the profits from last year’s convention to establish a 

$500/year scholarship available to a VIU horticultural student who is a Vancouver Island resident.  

Selection is to be based on the financial need of the student.  This scholarship, which will be available for 

the next three years, has been named for the chapters on the island that supported Nanaimo RS in their 

organization of the conference. 

 

As your President, I have written to Art Lightburn, the president of the Nanaimo chapter, expressing our 

thanks and appreciation for this gesture. 

 

Ian E. Efford 

This Year’s Open Gardens 
 

We are very lucky that some of our Rhododendron Friends have agreed to open their gardens for us to tour. 

 

Allan Murray, Open Garden Co-ordinator 

 

Day Trip – Saturday, April 20 
 

Go on your own or car pool with Friends  Bring a 

bagged lunch We will meet at Carmen's.  

 

1.  Carmen Varcoe's Garden  11 am  

   5450 Old West Saanich Road, Victoria  

 She can park up to six cars in the driveway. 

 

2. Ken and Madelaine Webb's Garden  

 12:15 -1:30 pm 

  5008 Old West Saanich Road, Victoria 

      Parking at the far end of driveway. We will 

eat our bagged lunch in this Garden. 

 

3. Roy and Lois Blackmore's Garden 2 pm 

     758 Walfred Road, Victoria 

     Park on the road. 

 

Evening Tours May 
 

4. Carrrie Nelson Garden 

 Tuesday, May 7 at 6 pm 

  1720 Baldy Mountain Road, Shawnigan 

 Parking by the nursery. 

 

5. Sharon Tillie's Garden  

 Thursday, May 16 at 6 pm 

 4372 Sunrise Road, Duncan 

 Those without mobility issues are asked to 

park on the road and walk in, those with 

mobility issues are welcome to park at the 

house.  

  

Sunday Afternoon in May 
 

6. Ali and Brian Morris's Garden  

 Sunday, May 26, 1 – 4 pm 

 715 Satellite Park Drive, Cobble Hill  

 Parking along the road. 

 

In addition 
 

7. Lake Cowichan Rhododendron Memorial 

Park plus all the small parks of the town. 

There is a walk-about map to these little 

parks in the info office at Saywell Park. 
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Clayoquot Island: A West Coast Paradise  
 

Sharon Whalen 

 

Clayoquot Island is a privately owned 

island lying approx. one nautical mile 

from Tofino and visible from Tofino on 

a clear day.  It is approximately 250 

acres of ancient forests, sand dunes, 

caves, boardwalks & beautiful beaches.  

The island is steeped in history having 

been the first fur trading post & the first 

liquor licence on the west coast. It has 

worn many hats throughout history, having 

been sold to a series of owners. Most 

memorable are two sisters Betty Farmer and 

Jo Bridges who took on the challenge of 

running the island, lodge and pub for years. 

They are remembered fondly for their 

beautiful gardens & rhododendrons they 

planted in the early 50's which, with a lot of 

work & dedication, are still thriving today. 

Many of these older rhodos are a spectacular sight - some reaching 30 to 40 ft.  

 

You will be greeted at the entrance to the grounds by a beautiful lavender mauve rhodo called Susan, an 

appropriate name given the coincidence that the present owner is Susan Bloom.  Susan has owned and run the 

island since 1990. With heart and a passion for gardens she was inspired not only to have the older gardens 

restored but also to start new millennium garden rich with specialty maples, azaleas & hundreds of other 

The last of the old buildings Sharon & Chris's home of 24 years 

 

30 ft loderi's 

 



 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society - 7 - April 2013 
 

beautiful rare and unusual trees and plants. The island is magical, spiritual, and breathtaking.  Susan's deep love 

for nature and special places speaks volumes of her insight, care and generosity as she has placed 70 percent of 

the Island in a registered conservation covenant to keep it protected in perpetuity. 

 

The island is private and not normally open to the public, however, during the long May weekend locals and the 

public are invited to visit.  Guests will be picked up by boat, dropped off on the island and upon entering the 

grounds greeted by the long-time residents, manager Chris Taylor and head gardener Sharon Whalen.  Please 

bring appropriate footwear & clothing, this is often a wet time of the year; you are in the rain forest. Enjoy this 

very special place, take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but foot prints. There will be long line ups so be 

prepared to wait.   

 

P.S. No pets. 

 

 

 

  

Gardens 

 

Friend & wolf 

 

Boardwalks to Rhodo land & back beaches 
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2015 ARS Conference - Snippets 

1. The location of the convention will be the Mary 

Winspear Centre in down town Sidney, BC. 

2. We are in the process of confirming our 4 

internationally renowned keynote speakers. 

3. Our committee is investigating various caterers 

for this convention. 

4. We have an extensive list of accommodations 

for the Sidney area and we will be checking 

these out before publishing our recommended 

list. 

5. We should have a website up and running in 

May so that you can check the planning 

progress. 

6. If you have any ideas to make this convention 

spectacular, please contact your chapter’s 

representative on the planning committee. 

 

 

The Seattle Convention: Importing Plants to Canada 
 

A Washington State Department of Agriculture representative will be available to issue Phytosanitary 

Certificates that will enable convention attendees to transport their plants into Canada.  Schedule is that we will 

start at 9:30 am Sunday, May 5th. Cost (actual)) is $20/Phyto, however, it is possible for attendees traveling to 

the same destination to 'batch' their purchases on a single Phyto. The individual cost, therefore would be 

minimal. The shipment would have to remain intact (single vehicle) until after entry into Canada. 

 

For your information all of our participating plant sale nurseries meet USDA requirements for shipping 

purposes.  

 

Possibly there may be some plants offered for sale that are prohibited entry into Canada. We will make our best 

effort to identify them and have a list available. If difficultly occurs, we will gladly refund the amount of the 

purchase.  

 

Bill Hicks, Chairman, 2013 ARS Convention Plant Sale 

 

Email: caroleandbill@aol.com 

  

‘Champagne Lace’: the emblem of the 

conference 

mailto:caroleandbill@aol.com
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Ron Long: Our Next Speaker 

Ron Long worked as a professional photographer at 

Simon Fraser University for 36 years. For fifteen 

years he photographed exclusively for the 

Biological Sciences Department and so has a great 

deal of biology in his background. Ron began 

photographing flowers over forty years ago. 

Initially, for him, flowers simply were beautiful 

subjects. But soon he wanted to know their names 

so he bought some books. As his knowledge about 

plants increased so did his interest, which soon 

became something of an obsession. Now retired, 

Ron travels to wildflower hot spots around the 

world. Recent trips have taken him to Southern 

Africa (x6), South America (x3) and Australia. So 

the obsession continues - says Ron "it could be 

worse". 

Ron Long is Vice President of the Native Plant 

Society of BC, is active in the Botany Section of the 

Vancouver Natural History Society and is on the 

Speakers Committee at VanDusen Gardens.
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Plant Sales in Victoria 
 

The Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden 

Society's annual Spring Show and sale will be held at 

Cadboro Bay United Church, 2625 Arbutus Road, 

Victoria, BC, on Friday April 12th from 1 pm - 8pm and 

on Saturday, April 13th from 9 am - 3 pm.  

 This is a spectacular show of rock and alpine 

garden plants as well as commercial and member 

plant and seed sales, displays, door prizes, silent 

auction and refreshments.  

 

Plant Sale & Garden Open 

Saturday April 27th, 10 am -12 pm 

Evelyn Weesjes’ 10629 Derrick Rd. (left off West Saanich 

to Downey, left off Downey to Derrick).  

 Excellent selection of rhodos, ferns, shrubs and 

perennials.  

 

Giant Plant Sale UVic in support of Finnerty Gardens 

May 5th, UVic Gym, 10 am – 1 pm  

 A very wide selection of delectable new and 

unusual perennials potted up especially for this 

sale.  

 

Carmen Varcoe & Friends Plant Sale & Garden Open 
Saturday May11th, 10am – 2 pm 

5450 Old West Saanich Rd.  

Parking available next door at the Gazebo B & B. 

 Wide selection of woodland perennials, 

hydrangeas, & Pacific Coast Iris hybrids. 

 

ABKHAZI GARDENS Plant a Holics Sale  

Sunday May19th, 9 am -12 pm, 1964 Fairfield Rd. 

Parking at Margaret Jenkins School.  

Gardens Open Free 9 am – 12 pm. 

Tearoom Open from 10:00 on.  

More info call Abkhazi Gardens 598-8096.  

  

 

 

Past President: David Annis  
President: Ian Efford  

(efford@shaw.ca  250597-4470) 
Vice President: Sandra Stevenson  

(pinchofherbs@shaw.ca  250-748-557) 
Secretary: Leslie Bundon 
Treasurer: Bill Dumont  

Membership: Marie Jacques  
 

Bernie Dinter, Joe Hudak, Elaine Kitchen,  

Christopher Justice  

 

Sunshine: Mary Gale  
Tea: vacant 

Raffle: Hilda Gerrits  
Club Liason: Alan Campbell  

Library: Dixie Mueller  
Programme Co-ordinator: Alan Campbell 

Website and Newsletter Desktop Publisher: 

Contractor-Mary-Lynn Boxem  
Newsletter Editor: Ian Efford  

History: vacant 
Garden Tours: Alan Murray 

Plant Sale:the team  
Facility Liason: Roy Elvins  
Christmas Party: The team  

Publicity:  vacant 
 

mailto:efford@shaw.ca
mailto:pinchofherbs@shaw.ca
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7:30 pm at St John’s Anglican Church 

163 First St, Duncan, BC V9L 1R1  

(1
St

 and Jubilee) 

 

September 5 By popular demand, the evening will be devoted to a panel 

answering members questions about any aspect of rhododendron 

cultivation, hybridization, etc 

 

October 3 Carmen Varcoe will present a talk on Bhutan, which is located in 

the centre of the natural distribution of rhododendrons.  

  

November 7 Garth Wedemire will present “Rhododendrons  and Azaleas in 

North Carolina” 

 

December 5  The Christmas Dinner 

 

January 9  Ian E. Efford “Exploring New Zealand Gardens”  - Note, this is a 

CV Garden Club meeting.  All CVRS members are invited. 

 

February 6 Bernie Dinter “Colour in the Garden Year 'Round” 

 

March 6  Susan and Art Lightburn “China Part II” 

 

April 3   Ron Long "The Rare and Endangered Plants of Pink Mountain" 

 

April 13  Cowichan Valley Garden Club Plant Sale,  

   Duncan United Church, 10 am – 2 pm 

 

May 1    Joan B. Gibb “Dominion Brook Park Rhododendron Garden” 

 

May 4   Garden Fair  

 

June 22  Summer Picnic 
 


